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AMENDMENT & 

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACl JON 

Remarks 

Claims 1-1 5 and 17-40 pending. AppUcants appreciate the allowance of claims 1-15 
and 26-40. 

on >^ 22, 2004. durias which Qk Examiner »lm8^ Ws ln.e,p*.tion cM 
reference ad basis for lejcction Jl clnims 17-25. 

Caim. 17, 23, and 26 have beca amended, ».d now el.1™ 41 added. CWm 17 ha« h«n 
amended, and claim 41 added, u, apecfy to. U.e device includes co„,rolM.p.,cn,a, 

.heprimao'clecuode. Claim 23 ha., been an.««ied for corpulency wid,cUi,n 17. and c,a.n, 26 
^ been amendedimo i„dependcn> fo™. SuppoHfor .he. amendn-enl^ can be io^ a. leas, a. 
p.Se6.1incsl7.20;pase9,linc3!-3!;ngu«sl-2;andE«amples.-2. Thepro... 

,„™d,...» were ... earlier pvesenM b.e..s. «■« "K"" '^'">' " 
^i..U.e4^.h.ei,.dpH«r»r.wa.b.h.,l.«rpr««i..d.PP««'..>..reby».ce,sl.«... 

Ac r««.. Examiner ln..r>ie» for CarlBctf,.. These amendment shonld be en.er.d 
because they facilitate allowance of the claims. 

Claim, 17-25 have been rejec^d nnd.r 35 U5.C. § 102(b) as an.icit.«d by l!.S. Pa.™ 
MO. 5,787,898 ,0 San.ini Jr., el a1. (".he Sandni palenfO. The rejeCion is respccMly .raversed. 

Applies now»teta..d thatiheExamm«C0Bslmes.he Santini paiem.o disclose *e 
claim limiu..on « fo, anpiyms . „»,«-v..:yi»SPO.=n.i.i » *e primary elcc«dc in an 
.«n7;!8s.i Page 9 of 11 
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amour, effective to corrode the prtaar,- electrode" becau.. U.e Santini device includes a rr^eans 
ior delivering a potenUal to the primly electrode and that potential is ze» 
the reservoir cap. During the iatemew. xhe Exaioincr explained that because the Santini device 
car* deliver no potential at time y.ro (befon. reservoir cap activation is desired) and a constant 

at a titne grealer than zero (When reservoir cap activation i. desiredX 
tl^ercfore provides a timc-var>-ing poLcntial. Essentially, according to the Examiner, the 
capability of switching a constar^t potential from "off" to "on" imbues the device ^vith a n.ea„s 
to apply a time-varying potential. From the description of the present invention, it is clear 
applicants did not intend such a construction of the term "means for applying a time-vanmg 
potential" Accordingly, applicants do not agree that one skilled in the relevant art would 

construe the rejected claims and the Sanlini patent in this way. 

Nevertheless, applicants have amended the claims to facilitate aUowaneo of this case. 
Claim 1 7 ha., been mT,cnd.d, and claim 41 added, to make it more evident that the present 
claims require element, that .mdoubtedly are not disclosed in the Sanrini patent. Specifically, 
the Santini patent does not disclose or suggest a device that includes con,rnlled-poiential 
in^trumenmlon. .ncch os a ■.a.eforn, generator in combimtlon .Uh a potemios.at, which is 
capable of applyir^e a time-var> in, potential a, afie,uency tet^een about 0. 1 and 10,000 Hs to. 
the piimary clcctrodii. 
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Conclusion 


For ihc foregoing reasons, the claims ai« patentable over the ait of record- 


claims 1-15 and 17-41 is therefore earnestly solicited. 


Date: March 16, 2004 

SUTHERLAND ASBILL & BRENNAN LLP 
999 Peachtree Stxcet, NE 
Atbnia, Georgia 30309-3996 
(404) 853-8068 
(404) 853-8806 (fax) 


Respectfiilly submitted. 



Kevin W.King 
Reg. No. 42,737 
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